
DOE Order 435.1 
Exemption Requests

HOW THE DOECAP REPORT 
CAN ASSIST WITH 
EXEMPTION PACKAGE 
DEVELOPMENT ,  DOE FEM 
ANNUAL REVIEWS AND 
SUPPLIER L IST REVIEWS.

HOW THEY  COME 
TOGETHER!



Background

1992 -The Federal Facilities Compliance Act (FFCA) enacted

Post 1992 DOE implements FFCA

Inventory reports and Site Treatment Plans

The commercial marketplace responds offering low-level radioactive waste 
(LLW) and mixed LLW (MLLW) treatment, storage, and disposal (TSD) services

DOE avoids the need for new treatment facilities.

All DOE sites have access to nationwide contracts for TSD services

Commercial LLW/MLLW disposal facilities are licensed and available, 
including disposal of DOE waste.



Exemption 
Requirement

DOE’s Radioactive Waste Management Manual (M435.1-1) 
summarizes the current policy on use of non-DOE 
(commercial) TSD in Chapter I .2. F. (4) .

DOE waste shall be treated, stored, and in the case of low-level 
waste, disposed of at the site where the waste is generated, if 
practical, or at another DOE facility. If DOE capabilities are 
not practical or cost effective, exemptions may be 
approved to allow use of non-DOE facilities for the storage, 
treatment, or disposal of DOE radioactive waste …

DOE Field Element Managers (FEM) are responsible for 
approving exemptions to use non-DOE facilities.

Copies of FM-approved exemptions are sent to DOE-
headquarters (EM-4.22, EHSS-22, and the program 
organization).



Exemption 
Requirements
Such non-
DOE facilities 
shall:

Comply with 
applicable Federal, 
State, and local 
requirements;

1

Have the necessary 
permit(s), license(s), 
and approval(s) for 
the specific waste(s); 
and

2

Be determined by the 
FEM to be acceptable 
based on a review 
conducted annually 
by DOE.

3



Exemption 
Requirements

Exemptions shall be documented to be cost effective and 
in the best interest of DOE, considering:

Alternatives for on-site disposal, an alternative DOE site, 
and available non-DOE facilities

◦ Life-cycle cost and potential liability

Protective of public health and the environment.

Waste characterized and certified to meet waste 
acceptance criteria.

Environmental compliance documented.

◦ Consultation and notification

◦ required.



What DOECAP Can  Do for You

In order to comply with the 
requirements, DOE FEMs 
must complete an annual 

review

Multiple reviews are costly 
and time-consuming to both 

DOE and commercial 
facilities.

DOECAP’s work streamlines 
this by providing a single 
point source for annual 
reviews (one vs. many) 

resulting in time and cost 
savings to DOE and the 

service provider. 

One Stop Shopping!!!!!



DOECAP Exemption Request Example



DOECAP Exemption Request Example cont.



DOECAP Approval Letter Example



DOECAP Attachment 1 - Example



DOECAP Attachment 1 – Example cont. 



DOECAP Attachment 2 – Example cont. 



DOECAP Attachment 2 – Example cont. 



DOECAP Attachment 3 – Example  



DOECAP Attachment 3 – Example cont. 



DOECAP Attachment 4 – Example  



DOECAP Attachment 4 – Example cont. 


